eral Confiderations & Obſervations 
Upon the ACT againſt 


SEDITXOUS CONVENTICLES.. 


Humbly red to the (erious Conſideration of all 
Way Jiſtices of the Peace, and other 
Aus Officers, concern'd in the 

| Prolecution. of - 


Proteſtant Diſlſenters. 


Ry {ubmic:ed tothe Judgment of all | | | 4 
© Conforming and Nonconforming 1 


PROTESTANTS 


Rf Oraſanuch as the aforeſaid Act, hath been, and Kill is, vigoroufly 
& Proſeeuted againſt theProceſtant Diſfenters, to the very great da- 
mageof many good Families, who are His Majeſtics peaceable Sul) 
jets, of whomit ma pl be truly, ſaid, There is; no matters againlit, - 
them, except it.Þe concerning the Law of. their Godzas i it was ſaid heretofore” 
gente re ; 
in order toa better onderſtanding of the aforeſaid* AQ; let the 
leveeral particulars thereof be- warily and ſoberly couſidered, with ſome Ob- 
Sepv6{ 308 upon it. Ne 
A tf, 


— - * 


Firſt, Conſider the.-Tule of the ſai 
and ſuppreſs Sreirzons Conventicles, "Now 
ate 6 keyst0 openthe ſaid Acts, and bythe Title 8f the d dart | 
pl2inly appear, that any Aſſembly or every gathering together bf People, is 
not intended by the King and Parliament, but ſuch Aſſembly as in e * 
words is mentioned, viz. Seditions Cenventicles, and therefore w 
ſtrexcbes theLaw beyond the expreſs words thereofjagreabl 6 nd 
will not only abuſe His Majefties Snbjects, but the- Law AR &n Taft | 
looking on theLaw as a rule to walk by,make it anEngiae of Ruine; therefore } 
Fet theſe words, Seditioxs Conventicles, be welt inquired igto, leaſt they be ap- 
plyed unto ſuch Meetings of His Majeſties Subjects as are not gailty thereof, 
eſpecially conſidering that in Ages paſt, ſuch have been charged with $editi- 1 
on, when they were innocent of ſuch a Crime, as may be feert in the Holy | , 
Scriptures z when the Fews went about to build the Walls of Feruſalim, and | - 
the Houſe of their God, Reham the Chancellor and Shimſhas 'the Scribe ( or F: 
b 
p 


Secretary )wrot to the great King Artaxerxes,chargirty them with/Rebellion 
and Sedition, and they called Jery/7 lem the Rebellious -and- bad City, ſee 
zra 4.9, 12,15. And the bleſſed Apoſtle Paxl;when he ſtood before moſt | 
noble Fel:x, a certain Orator. named Jerrnfns 'yehemently accuſed Paxl that 
he was a peſtilent Fellow and a mover of Sedition, pray ſee A#s 24. 1,5. | © 
Whereas Paul did but Preach theway of Salvation toany number of P- in 


thatwonld Aſſemble together and hear rh|e Bleſſed Doctrine & the Go th 
and this is the practiſe that the Diſſenting®Proteſtants delirg-to folſow, } ; 
therefore let it be ſoberly inquired into | | lic 


1 Whether any number of people quietly and ſolemnly Aſſembled toge- 
ther to Preach and hear Salvation by the blelſed Merits of Chrift, and a holy-| y, 
Converfation according to the Holy Scriptures, can be indeed and ig truth a- | ,z, 
Scditious Conventicle. þ $1,680 

2 Whether the aforeſaid matters ( viz. Preaching and hearing of Salvati- 
on by the blefled Merits of Chriſt, and a holy Conyerſation accardmgtothe | 
Holy. Scriptures ) be not the conſtant practice of the Proteſtang Dilſbnge rs 
in all their Meetings? any ſhonſd ſay they cannot tell whether this be their | 
practiſe, becauſe they do not go go any of their Meetings, let ſich take heed ; 
they do not lay other things to their charge, they being ignorant- of vheir | 
Meetings : and tet ſuch as daily attend thfir Meetings de witneſs of. the but 
truth of theſe things either for ther y5r againſt them 2s.they will: anſwer '1 an 

4; 0 ; I , 


before the God of Heaven and Earth, | os - 
And therefore from the Title of this A@t, theſe things being confidered;1Þ,. 
theſe Obſervations are humbly propoſed : SI LITRE 9 
 Obſerv. 1. That ſuch Meetings of People as have no-ſedicious ſpecies $. 
nor {editions prices, are not Seditions Conventicles. | ©." 
Oiſerv. 2. That Proteſtant Diſſengers, Promoting the Proteſtant Religt- Y;z d 
ON 


. Ivo; 
So 


- 


b - ' (3) Y | 

6n ntheir Meetings, ( viz. Faith in a Crucified Chriſt, Repentance for Sig-1- 
e palakGod ag a godly Life in this World )- ought. not to be charged with 
; $ 


+ Qbſexp,c 3. That ſuch as cannot be proved guilty of Seditious Meetings, 
, an_—_—_ be Proſecuted by the aforeſaid Act. x 

{-:- Secondly, Conſider the good defign of the aforeſaid Act, 2nd that is, To 
|- $79 vide Remedy againſt the growing and dangerous prattices of SEDITIOUS 

Seftaries,andother DISLOY AL Per ſons,who: xnder pretence of Tergder Conſcien- 
3.563 bay or may at their Mectings: contrive Inſurreticnspage 1. 

From this of the Act, thele things are to be obſeryed : 

Obſerv. -1. That Seditzous Sectaries and other Diſlayal Perſons, are theon- 
ly Offenders intended by this ACt, and the Proteſtant Diſſenters do abhop po 
be ſuch, and can comfortably appeal to God and the King, they are not ſuch ; 
' and have giver{uſhcient Demonſtration of this matter,by a peaceable ſubje- 
.Rien to his Government in all parts of Exeland, in paying all Taxes levyed 
by Law, and in a patient ſuffering for Conſcience Sake, being many times.4n 
/ Priſon, and have ſuffered the loſs of their Goods. 

Obſerv, 3. Furthermore it is declared by this Act, Thar the Perſons intend- 
ed as Off enders, are ſuch who at their Meetings CONTRIVE INSURRECTI- 
*1 ONS ; Now all the Proteſtant Diſſenters will with one - voice: ſay, 

{ Him or them that are thus guilty,let them ſuffer according to this or any 0- 

1 ther Law'; but-ic is denyed that they are arall guilty of thishorrid Crime. x 
| Obſerv* 3. That astheir Meetings are and have fora long time been pub- 

lick ( and they deſire they may be ſo ſtill ) they are not in a Capacity to Con- 
trivelaſurreCtions, for as much as all ſorts of people, Women as well as Men, 
7 | Young People as well as Old, may come among them: and ſee and hear aMl 
2 | that they do; and ſuch as do attend the Diſſenters Meetings day after day. for 
a long time, who are not joyned with them in their particular fellowſhip, 
can witneſs for them that jn all their *Meetings they concern "themſelves 
© Jonly - with matters of godly inſirudt;ions, and not at all with D-/oy- 
3. |! Conſultations. Now if 2ny ſhould be ſo diſingenious as to remember and re- 
peat that deſperate Inſurrection by Yenrer?s Party in the year --60. and fo re- 
d_\{ftect upon and Reproach the Proteftant D:ſſenters in general, it is humbly deſi- 
r red they would Conſider theſe few following things: 1. That Action was done 
but by afewMen, about thirty was the whole number. 2. That Acti- 
dn and proce was and 1s deteſted by the Proteſtant Diſſenters in 211 ports of 
« 3+. They that were guilty of that bloody Crime, have ſuffered the 
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151 puniſhments of the Law. 4- Conliger,that it is not fair dealing to chareea 
ig.general, for the folly and madneſs of a few ; it is well known that 
many of the Members of the Churcly of Eng/and are frequently guilty ofhor- 
. Þid Crimes:againſt the Peace of- their Sovereign Lordthe King, as alſo -g3jnſt 


; 


s 


_ by 


t- the God of Heaven and Earth,%iz.- Robbing upon the Highways, breaking 
Q | A 2 ; open 
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-- open Houſes in Town3- and Cities, and maffy hortid Mutders, for which tt 
" are Hanged z but ir would be” very -abominable to charge theſe abominable|/ 
practices upon the Church of Eng14zd; or ſuppoſe any Covrtiers, Lawyers 
Clergymen, or Magiſtrates, ſhould by the'inftigations of the Devil be led 
into high Crimes againſt the King and Zovernment,it would be high injuſtice 
tocharge or reflect upon all perſons of ſuch Ranks and Degrees, 9s CC 
cerned with ſuch hofrid Crimes : Therefore let men learn that blefſed -Db- 
- Qtrine of Chriſt,viz. Do unto others _ would they fhould do unto yo. 

The third particular in the aforeſaid At to be conſidered;' viz. The Per-; 
ſons who are to be puniſhed, and they are «ll perſons of the Ave 'of* Sixteen 
years, or upwards, being Subjcits of this Realm,ywho ſhall be preſent -at 4ry Afſ m- 
bly, Grventicle, or Mecting, under Colour or Pretence of any exerciſe of "Rbl:gion, 
in other manner than according tothe Liturgy and proſe of the Church of En- 
gland, they b: ing in rumber froe or more, beſides the Family or Houſhold : and of 
zr be in aplace where there is 10 Family inhabiting, then the number-offivv or moe 
are deemed Offenders, From hence 9bſervetheſe things: ” 

Obferv. 1. That ſuch whom this Act accounteth Offenders,arg they which; - 
meet and aſſemble together wider Ci} ur and PRETENCE of ex:rc:fe of Re- 
ligion ,, which words ſuppoſeth thar theexerciſe of Rettgion, is hut pretend- 
j, and ſome bed defign is Reſolved, v z. Contrsving Infercs ns ay afore 
faid, and ſo to colour that Celign, make 4 ſhew of Religion 4 but: this is nc 
the prattice of the Diſſenting Proteſtants, they do not Jeben any other -thing 
'then the Reak Performarce of Religion in ſincerity of heart, to proffiote god 
lineſs among themſclyes and others, that God may be ſerved, and' they 'may 
tr according tothe Precepts and Promifes in the bleſſed Goſpel c| 
Chriſt. | 

Obſerv. 2. The Perſons accounted Offenders are fiich as th6s- under pre- 
renee, exerciſe Religion in OTHER MANNER*than-accofding'to:the Lj- 
turgy antPraCtice of the Church of Ergland; now theſe words,an other m«+| 
ner, may be fairly underſtood ſuch exerciſe of Religion as is dirttly: cxrtra 
and oppoſite tothe Liturgy and Practice of the Church of England, in th 
main and ſubſtantiat parts thereof ; but that exerciſe of Religion which iz 
agreeable to, and correſponds with the practiſe of the Church of Ereknd,in 
the main and fubſtantial parts thereof, may be truly ſaid to be according te 
tt; every ſmall-variation muſt not he counted aContradittion : For the Church 
of En; land doth vary in ſome things from each other in their exercife of Re 
Npjion ; in ſome places they have Organs, and in ſomethey have none, in ſome 
they have Singing Men andSinging Boys, and in otherplzces they have none 

Obſerv. 3. That this Actdoth not declare it to be a Crime if any Ac 
bly of people have not the Book called the Litvrgy among them, or becan 
they do not Read it in their Aſſembly, but it, doth require that the exerci 
of Religion among them ſhould be g tothe Eiturgy and practich 


«. 


- 
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! (5) 
of + Laglands and 92, let "the exttcile of Religion i the 


oat 4: .aud among the Proteſtant Nifſenters,be well ed. 
ped together, and romp ſhall ſee whether it be doo |, ray or- 


Hapmelousi the gh and ſybſtantial parts. 1. The exerciſe of Religion in 
Liturgy, and as it.is;practiced in-the Church of Eglaxd, doth-conkf- of 
Prayers-to-Almighty Gad,in the name of Jeſus Chriſt his only Son, for Spixi--: 


_ 


Db- wzland. Temporal Bleſlin g's and&this is the practice of the Proteftant Daſſen-. 
ecrs 17 their Meetings ;, and the Church of Engiznd doth uſe Extempory Pray-. 
Pepe: ers. :$ well as the Deſſemters. 2 The Church of Ergland in the exercile of Ro>;-- 
teen Iigion,doesgive Thanks ro God for Mercies Reccived,and ſo do the Proteft-, 
F217 axt Diſ-1.rers-in their Meetings. 3. TheChurch of England deestuſtructSovls. 
jon, from the Holy Scriptures viz. From the Law.of /-/es, from the Prophets, #7 
En- aud fromthe Epiſtles and Goſpels,and this is the practice, of. the Proteſtant 
t if | Diſſes ters in their Meetings, for which they are Profecuted.: 4. The exerciſe 
1084 of. Religion in the Church af, Expland'is perſegmes! in Enelifh, and ſo it- is a- 
mong the Proteſtant D:ſſenters, that al per ſons-may hear and underſtand what, 
ich, - they lay. 5. The Church of- England | not, alow praying, to gthe-Virgin. 
Re- Mary, nor prayers fax Souls in Furgarary, dur denies a Purgatory they allow. 
nd. but of two.Sacrazyents, viz. Baptiſmand the Lords-Sapper, they al{aallow. 
re » the Cup as well as the Bread tothe Lay-people.in Remembring; the, Death of 
x _ their Redeemer; theſe things axe the,principles and pradtice of the Proteſt anc 
18 D:ſſenters. 6. The Church of Englend hath declared in her Articles of Re- 
xd ligion, thaTthe viſible Ghurch of. Ehriſt-isa campany of faithful men;in which 
ay tke pure Word of God is Preached, and the Sacraments be duly mingſtred;ac-- Gb + 
© pad ing to Chriſts Ordinance in all-thoſe things that of neceſlity are requiſite. ItC. 


to.rhe ſame, ſex Artixle 19, The Proteſtant Diſfſerters profeſs and declare the 
very ſame Principle. 7. The, Church of England declareth, that it isnot law-, 
fu} for the Churchio Ordain ——_ that is contrary to-Gods. Word -writ- - , 
ten, teicher, mayiit {0 e ace of Scripture ,to-:2nother, -., 
{ec Article 20.; This i ial kenny Profefied bytbe P roteft ant Differ ters... . | 
_ Obſerv.. 4. Thacif any Diſfemteys ſhould havetheLtwurgyot the Ehurch oh *$ 
England, and,read it all vyer ir>glicir, Mectings, and ſhould: mingle .Sediijon 
kts þ _ oy ws. the GOmnData Hat _Y ice-Book. ; 

ud NOT FAaVe meg:s provided 1n the aforeſai Hers 2AT E 
wQ er a og P 


_ n they woul t10us Conventiclc FrOAavatbitznding the Sery: - 


ers F+ God, prong of really gd iſthly perform: the cxerciſe of Relix, 
in praying to ifing of God, Hearing and Prezching the Wora 
GX» Yioge nqate be puaiſhed by the. afargdaid t> for. 2s-much as tlc 
iags are accordingto the Licurgyand practice of ,the Church of Erg1 eg 
_ Fourth particular to be i he Ee the aforeſaid Act, iT he manner -* 


yay, of Prpcyrings agota the 'Clenders mentioned | in the; ſaid -Act,. y 3 


® - X 
(16) 
+ MF Juſtice of Peace or chief Magiſtrage where ſich Offence aforefaid ſhall he 
- #4: pony are Yequired andinjoyned upon Oath'of two Witnefſes; or the 
Confdhenof the Party, of Notofious Evidence of the: Fier,,to/ make Recor® 
of &pery ſuch Offence under his Hand 'ahd'Sefl;-whith Alf ibe in Law ta kerf 
2K 8djudged to be a full an@ perfect monte tggy Nev 'the fait Ju-" 
ſtice'or Magiſtrate ſhall impoſe on every ſuttvOffender / ſo Convitt, 48 afore® 
ſaid, the Fine of Five Shillings for ſuch firſt Offence; which Record and Con-” 
. vidtion ſhall be certified by the ſaid Juſtice, or chief Magiſtrate at the next 

Quarter-Seſfions of the Peace,fthe County or Place e the Offence was 
committed. 'From this part of the AQ; obſerve theſcthipgs: - + 1 

- 0bJav.3: That Juſtices or chief Magiſtrafes af fiorbound'to make it their 
own buſineſs to hunt after ſach Conventicles, but if proof be made to them of: 
ſuch Meetings, then they are impowred and required to convict fuch Offen- 
ders. 

Obſerv. 2. That one way or andther, ſubſtantial-Proof- muſt be made of 
the Offence and Offenders, v:z: either Confeſſion of The Party , or Oath of 
two Witneſſes; or Notorious Evidenee and Circumſtance of the Fatt. Now 
theſe words , Noetoricus Pidence and Circumſtance of the Fatt,muſt be fome 
thing or things that are equivalent with Confeſſion of the Party, or Oath of 
Witneſſes. It 1s not every Juſtice or Conſtable thinking, ſuppoſing,or dream-' 
ing that there are ſuch Meetings, but it 'muſt be Notorious Evidence 'of the 
Fact. FVID 
Obſerv.' 3.  ' That thongh'a Juſtice may Convilt and Fine the Sur of Five 
Shillings for the firſt Offence, yethere 3s no direCtion given to make Diſtreſs 
and Sale of the Offendets Goods and Chattels for the firſt Offence, but a Re- 
cord muſt þe made of the Offence and Offender, and certified to the next 


Quarter'Scfſions.* - - 45 Ent 

Fifth ParticoFat tobe conſidered; is, The Offenders repeating the Offence. 
HAnd if ſuch Offeiider ſhall ag ain commit the Tike Offence, and 'be thereof Convict 
4; is manner aforeſaid, then bt ſhalt be Fined vt Sum of Ter Shillings, which 
Fine and Fines for the firſt and every ſuch Offence, ſhall be levied by Diſtreſs, 
and Sale of the Offenders Goods. And in caſe of the Poverty of the ſaid Of- 
fender, upon the Goods and Chattels of any othir Off eritdey who for be then Convitt 
in manier aforeſaid, ſo as the Sum do not 4mionnt to abefft the'S um of Ten pounds. 
From hence obſerve theſe things :' © — <0013:358 v0 WOW OI 1 ot, 

Obſerv. 1. That upon the ſecond Offence, a Diſtreſs may_be made wpon 
the Offenders Goods and Chattels, for the firſt as well as far theſecond-Of- 
fo n. 1 , = 


E 
- 


NCC. : Af - ; 
06ſcrv. 2. That it is fomewhat ſtrange; That one! Mafi hovfd ſaffer for 


the Fault of another; yea, one Man for its of # grevt many. 

F Obferv, 3. That Joftices had tieed been iPthat there is ſo many Per- 
* - ſons Convict; whoſe Five' or Ten Shillings doth amonkt tothe Stm'of "Tan" 
= Pounds 


UMI 


By > 
Pounds if they Tevy the Sum of Ten Pounds upon anyone jan for-the-de- 
fault'of others, and that they be ſare ſuch are nor able to pay their -Five or 
Ten Shillings Fines. | ,.04F , 

Sixth Particular to be conſidered. It is alſoPprovided by the aforefaid Act, 
That ſuch Officers as go to make Diſtreſs upon the Goods and Chatrels of the Of- 
fendersgfhall bave a Warrant under th-' Hands and Seals of ſome Jirvtioe "of the 
Peace, or Chicf Magiſtrate ſo to ds, and the money levied to be forthwith d(li- 
vered to the ſame Fuſtice or Chief Meatiftrate, and. ſo by them tobe diſtributed 
one tiird part" to the uſe of the King, the other third part to the Poor of the Pa- 
riſh, and the other third part to the Informers, and to ſuch perſons as the ſaid 
Fuſt ice' of Peace ſhall appoint, having regard to their diligence ind indluſtry in 
—_— and aſper ſing, and puniſhing ſuch Conventicl:s. Fram hence obſerve 
theſe things :, | a 5» be 

Obſers. 1 . That thoughPerſens be Convict, yet Conſtables hzye'no fiber 
to make Diſtreſs upon any mans Goods, without a Warrant under the Hand 
and Seal of ſome laſtice of the Peace, or Chief Magiſtrate. - 

Obſery... 2. That when Conſtables havea Warrant to' make Diſtreſs, this 
Actdoth not impower them to/break open 2ny mans door, thit fo they 'may, 
take away his Goods ;- neither doth it require them ro lurk-abbut Mens hou- 
ſes,to find opportunity that they may ſurprize Mens houſes,and therefore they 
being Officers of the Peace, ought to. depart fir Peace. a 

Obferv. 3, That ſuch Officers muſt be fare that when they make Diſtrefs, 
.upon the. Offenders own Goods, and not the. Goods of oth@ men; which 
be. oe rs hauds,leſt they;.meer with ſuch troable 25 they may not - 

ni aW.. = OO HI A EI 
of g* hat thethird'part'of fuch Figes'miay be givetrtortheditivent- 


'O | 
Affiſters;as welt a5 tothe Ihformers; ſo'that the Informers may Havebut poor 
wages if the. Juſtices.ſhould \ppoint, any other perſons to'bdc helpful in; the. 


fame work, and the tflird part of Fines dilfrihuredas aforeſaid,” 
Seventh particalaÞto-be conſtlered ia the aforeſaid AGE pemlry of 
every perſon who ſhall take upon him to Preachor *Teathith aty* fuch' Mee- 
tiags, Aſſembly or ConverFicte jand Ye ConviQt&! 35" aforeſaitl'= Shall for-- 
teit for every ſuch firſtOffence, the Sum of Twenty Poarids; and.if futh Offen-- 
der. ſhall at any time again Commit the like Once,and be Convicted there» 
of jn manner aforeſ2id, ſhall incutthe Penalty, of Forty Pottits; tobe levyed 


anddiſpoſed <5 abefald; and hs flare apt Hiþitarion (bg ns Bogdan 
caungr. be found. or in the Julgment'vt* rhe Jyſtice oe=giicf Migilfrate- 
El 0 OED Foro eng Tar 
. Q Oo H y , ; 44 " w [be me att | o 
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Fr nce Obſerve,. . Ven oagh KY 

Obſerv. 1; That to Preacfior Tech in 2nv Mreting, is not a Ctime-to-be - 

T < | . ; 
puniſhed 


| &; 
- Punifhed by.this Butto Preach or, Teach, in any fuch Meetings, Afſem- 
dly or dy this A ; which words. ſuch 3 anda is to be referred tg: of is 
aforeſaid, viz. ASeditious Meeting, and that contriveth Inſurrectians, .and 
ſoit muſt he underſtood of Preachi ping Secures Dactrine,. and fomenting or 


"Promoting Inſuxrections-againſtHisMajeſties Government,and Preaching ſuch 
Things $ az$are not at all-coofiſtent with the. Doctriue. of the Church, of En 
£ 


Obſurv: 2. :T hat ſuch as meet peaceably together without doing an. harm 
' tothe Perſans of His MajeſtiesSubjects, and whoſe Preachers Teach 

-rance for'Sing Faith in Chriſt, the fear of God, and honouring the King ſu ita: 
' bletoaTight fearing of God, and love to their Neighbours, ought nobto be 


Profccated or punithed by this Act, for as much as this Doctrine 1 IS according | 


*To\the Doctrine of the Church of England; 
| he particular: to ke-conſidered,1s the penalty of - thoſs >that admit and 
 entFcain wirtingly and willingly ſuch Meetings or.unlawful Aſſemblies afore- 
 Gidio hiv-or her houſe,out-houſe, Barn, Yard, or; backſide, ſhall forfeit the 
"Swgu of Twenty Pounds, to be levyed in,manner aforeſaid, and in caſe of Po- 
Frey of the Perſon, thento be lovjedh n the Gogds and Chattels of ſuch 
erſons 25-ſhall be Convicted of being preſe ent at the ſame Conventicle,  _ ,_ 
. - From hence obſerve, | wy 's 
: "Obſer», 1. That ſuch only are Offenders by this FY as admit and enter- 
"tain {ach. unlawtul: Adlemblies as aforeſaid, 1 viZ.- Seditious, and Contriving 
*lnſurrectiong 
Obſerv, 2: That but one Twenty Pounds as a penalty or forfeit, is menti- 
oned for the wictingly ſuffering ſuch a Meeting, it is not faid Twenty Pounds 
for the firſÞþOffence:;, 2ndif = ſhall again commit the like Offence, then the 
ſame, or a greater Sum they ſha 
ſed inthe Hearer or Preacher*s Offence. 
N:oth Particular to be conſidered , "Provided 1” 0 Areo t in all Caſes of this 
24,t, wherethe Penalty fſball exceed the Sum of Ten Shillings, and ſuc Offender 
fl find himſulf agrieved, it ſhaſi and may be lawf, ufo Lim within one week, 
afecv the Penaby ſhall be paid or levied, wo p1:2y 11 wet from the Fuftice cane 
hae to the ju the Juſt ices of the Peace in their niext Quarter-Se 
07:4, whereupon Pigeon Offenacr may plead, and make defence, 4 and have bt Tryat -P 
Jury therexpon, provided p fe: » that-ever :og Appeal ſhall be Ife with the 
per fon. or, r perſons. { emer, Aras an She App Bart to enter 67.00 Recognt-. 
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Nanding thereof by the Proſecutors. 
©5ferv, 25 That the beſt, 3nd molt legal way. t6 determine = 
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forfeit for every ſuch Offcactaas it is exprel, 
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- Tenth Particular to be conkdered , - X i farther provided by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That Juſtices of the Peace, and Chief <= aan re gray "or the - 
p 


- Gonſft ables, Head-Borought, and Tything- Men, by Warrant from the ſaid Fuſti” 
£635 07 Chief Magifireve reſpettively, Rau and may take with them ſuch Aid and 
Force as they ſhall think, fit, to break. open and enter any Houſe, or cther place, 
after, Refuſal, or Denial, And thas the Lieutenents, or Deputy- Lieutenant s,or 
any/Commiſſionated Officer of the Militia , or other of Hw Majeſties Forces off 
orſe arid Foot, and alſo the Sheriffs, and other Magiſtrates and Miniſters 0 
Juſtice, or any of #hem jantly or ſeverally, on Certificate made to them reſpeBively 
under the Hand and Seal of any one Fuſtice of the Peace, or Chief Magiſtrate, of 
his- particular Infor mation, or knowledge of ſuch unlawfnl Mecring or Corventicle 
held, or to be held, floall, by the beſt means they can, difſclve, diſſipate ,, or prevent 
all ſuch unlawful Meetings, and take into their Cuſtody ſuch Perſons as they ſhall 
think, fit, to the intext they may be proceeded againſt according to this Ait,From 
hence obſerve : 
Obſerv. 1, That Conſtables and other Officers are not bound nor requi- 
red to go to ſuch Meetings, without Warrants from ſome Juſtice or Chicf Ma- 
re 


© Obſerv. 2. That the AID and FORCE toaliſt themn, are not to beim- 
ſed vpon them, but ſuch ay are called and choſen by them,as they ſhall think 


. Obſerv. 3.4 That Officers have no power to make a FORCIBLE .ENTRY 
iato any houſe or place, without firſt a DENIAL or REFUSAL of En- 
trance, which therefore ought firſt to be fairly demanded. 

Obſerv. 4. That the Officers muſt firſt be ſure that it is ſuch a Meeting or 
.Conventicle as is aforeſaid, v:z. Seditious, and that contriveth Inſufrecti- 


Ons. 
. Obſerv. 5. That whereas Lieutenants, Deputy-Lieutenants , Sheriffs, 
Commiſſionated Officers of the Militia, and other His Majeſties Forces of 
Horſe and Foot, and other Magiſtrates jointly or ſeverally are mentioned to 
alliſt in this work of preventing and Fuppreſiing ſuc Meetings, they are not 
te run in this work of their own ACCORD,but becalled therevn!o.by CER- 
TIFICATE, under the Hands and Seats of ſome Juſtice or Chief Magiſtrate. 
Obſerv. 6. That ſuch Certificate muſt proceed fram ſome particular In- 
formation given to ſuch Juſtice, or from his own certain knowledge: of ſuch 
Mectings held, or to be held, that ſo the Countrey may not be put to trouble, 
and His Majeſties Subjects amazed withont juſt cauſe, $8 

Obſerv. 7. Magiſtrates, and other Officers, hay need remember pd cok; 
| ; dr, 


*— 


. (C to \ ) F "RE 
ſider, that there is an Art-of Par ldment ſince this againſt Conventicles whictr 
forbiddeth the Execution of any Wrik, Warrant,- Proceſs, Order, Judgmenc 
or Decree, upon the LORDS-DAY) except-in Caſes of Treaſon, Felony, or. 
Breach of «he Peace. G2 075 07 2 | | 
If any ſhaltkpreſume to ſay, That- the: peaceable Meetings .of Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, (who ſpend their time in priyinz to the God'of Peace, for the - 
Peace of- their own Souls; and the Peace of the Really z-and-that Preach the 
Goſpel of Peace, whereby the beſt Peace is maintained im Families, Cities and 
Kingdoms ) is a Breach of the Publick Peace of this Kingdoms, it may be - 
RY 5 ſuch Men do not well underſtand God's Law, nor the - 
ng's: Law. . 6: v 
| Eleventh Particular to be conſidered, is the Proſecntion- of the-aforefaid, 
Act againſt a Peer of this Realm who is an Offender ; Provided, That no Peer | 
of this Realm ſhall have his Houfe ſearched, where he or his Wife ſhall be- then 
Reſident, but by immediate Warrant from His Majeſty under His Sign Manual, 
or in the prefence of the Lieutenant, or Deputy- Lientenant, or two Juſtices of the 
Peace, whereof one to be of the Quorum, of the ſame Connty or Riding. _ 
Obſexv. + This part of the Act ſheweth the difference between the proſe-- 
cuting of a Peer, anda Commoner. A Peers Houſe cannot be ſearched with-- 
out an immediate Warrant from the Kigg, or the-preſence of-the.Lieutenant, 
or Depnty-Lieutenant; or two Juſtices of *the Peace, whereof one- to- be of” 
the Qzorum., and no mention made of breaking open of a Peers doors; but. 
a Comnioner may have his doors: broke open by Conſtables, -if they have- a 
Warrant from one Juſtice of the Pence, and be denied Entrance, they know-' 
ing there js.ſuch a Conventicle, as aforeſaid. | | 
"Twelfth Particular to be conſidered, is the default of Conſkabs,and other - 
Officers ; That if any Conſtable, Head-Borough, Tyrhing- Man,Chuxch-Warden.. 
or, Over-Seer of the Poor, who ſh:IÞ-know, or be credibly informed of. ahy * ſuch 
Meetings or Conventicles held within bus Precinits, Pariſh or Limits, and ſhall 
not give Infor mation thereof to ſome Tuſtice of .the Peace, or Chicf Maziſtrate, 
and endeavor. the Convittion of the Parties ; or if any perſon lawfully* called 'in' 
Aid of the aforeſaid Officers, ſhall wilfully. «nd wittingly omit the pe#forhiante of 
his Duty, in the Extcution of this Aft, and .be thereof - Corvitt, m manner afere- - 
fajd, ſhall forfeit for every ſuch Offence the Sum of Five Ponnds, to be Iwvicd up- 
on his Goods and Chattels; as aforeſ+id,, From: this-part. of -the Act obſerve-- 
theſe things: j - wy | 
Obſerv, 1. - That Conſtablesang other Officers, are-to have CERTAIN. 
KNOWLEDGE of fbch Meetings, before they-proceed to profecnte this 
Law againſt them.. © **-- WF. wok} Sk wt 
Obſerv. 2. That this knowledge muſt de ſuch, ar may reach*to the Con--- 
viction of the Offender ;* and therefote they” muſt $O know, as they may be- 
Lf pc SWEARmitter of Fac texprelſ-this-Act, —_—_ 5 : 


Obferv.: 


| Cn) | 
| ' Obſerv 3+ Phat they cannot SO know of the aforeſaid Meetings; with 
"oft they be preſent there; and take notice who it is that Preacherh;'and the 
x, War that- is Preached, ' whether it be Seditious, and prometeth-Infur- 
I re jons.'* \ T34LE ELITES 4 a 137% Un © WEI. 6 , » WSE75, 
Obfer».- 4 (Thar this At dothnot require the aforefaitl Officers tp make 
Ft their Baſineſs3to-ſetk out and hunt afrer-fyc»Meetings, fo as tonegitct 
their own bemg at Church to hear the Word of God, for the welfare of their 
own Souls. : 6 > $13 0, 
.+ * Ohſerv. 5. For want of kqowledg,the Officers are required to proceed u 
-on credible Information, not every. or aiy kind of laformation, but Tredible 
Information, and that 1s,fuch as this At Requireth, v:z. The Oath'of two 
itneſſes before a Juſtice of the Peace or chief Magiſtrate. L 
Qbſerv, 6. That if after all this, the aforeſaid Officers ſhall willingly and 
wittingly omit their Duty and be convict, as in manner aforeſaid, then they 
ſhall forfeit for every ſuch Offence, the Sum of Five Pound, to be leyyed tpon 
their Goods and Chattels, and diſpoſed of in manner aforeſaid. 1 
Obſerv. 7. That the Officers muſt Le Convict of their Offence as afore- 
ſaid, and that is by the Oath of two Witneſſes. + 
Thirteenth particular to be conſidered, is the fault and puniſhment-mentid- 
ned in this Act of the Juſtices or Clef Magiſtrate, /f they ſhall wilfully ad 
wittingly omit their Duty in the Execution of this Ait, then the Juſtices or Chief 
Magiſtrate ſhill forfeit the Sum of one hnndred Poxnds ; the one moity to the uſe 
of the, Kings Majeſty, the other moity to the uſe of the Informer, ro be Recovered 
-by Attion,Suit,Bill,or Plaint,in any of His Majeſties Courts as Weſt minſtey. * 
From hence Obſerve; | 
Obſerv. 1. That but one hundred Pound is mentioned as the forfeit of a - 
Juſtice or Chief Magiſtrate, itis not ſaid for every ſach Offence or if at any 
time ſuch Juſtice-ſhall again Commit the like Offence: he ſhall forfeir one hun- 
dred Pounds;as1t isrexpreſſed inthe Offences of the Meerers and Officers. 
* Obſerv. 2. Thattheſaid one hundred Pounds is not to be tevyed, upon 
the Goods and Chatrels of the faid Juſtice of Peace or Chief Magiſtrate3biur 
ir muſt be Recovered by Action,Swr, Bill, or Plaint, in any of His Majeſties 
Courtsat Weſtminſter , where {ach Juſtice or Chief Magiſtrate thus .infor- 
med 2painft,and Proſecuted,will have the grear Benefit of a Company of their 
fellow Subje&ts called good men and truc, viz. A Jury to hear and Deter- 
mine the whole matter,who wilk without doubt inquire whether the Mecetmgs 
informed againſt were for godly InſtruKion, or whether they werte- Seditiors 
Cenventicles to contrive Infarrections, or fuch Meetings as are'inconliftent 
with the practice of the Chprchof England, 
Obſerv. 3. That if upon proof of ſuch Meetings, the one hundred Pounds 
be Recovered, rhen it is to be divided between the King and the Informer. 
Obſerv. 4. That thepoor of = Pariſh is quite ſhut out from having w- 
= Brebr 


Benefit of the faid kundred Ponnds. Bat tet ps-now-ptoceed I 
'  Fourtenth particuter to be conſidered inhis Aty Thar if any "+ ] 
ed for pruttong mm Execution any of the powers contained in this Ut wrherwiſet | 
pon Appeal allowed by this Att, ſuch perſon ſhall plead the General Iſſue, and give : 
the ſpecial maittr in Evidence ;,. ans-:f the Plant:ff be Nan-Suit, or a Verdith paſs:- 
© for the Defendant, or if the Planteff diſcontinue hus Attion; or jf "pov Demurxer 

Jadgment be ging for the Def:naant, every ſuch Defendant ſhall ave bis full. txc- 
ble coſts, From this-part-of the Act, obſerve theſe things : _ 

Obſerv. 1. Thad ſuch as putic*Execution the powers contained in this-At; . 
may: be ſued for the. ame otherwiſe then by Appeal allowed by this At, via... 
. by other Laws., 

O5ferv.2. That ſuch perſon ſo ſued, may plead the general jſſue, and givethe - 
ſpecial: matter in Evidence, and that is the particular Crimes expreſl.d in this - 

WL. Seditious Conventicles Contriving Inſurrecticns, 

Obſerv. 3. If the Plantiff te Non-ſw:t, or difcontinuehis- Action;; or if a -. 
Verdict paſs for the Defendant, or upon Demurrer judgment be-given tor the | 
Defendant, every. ſuch Defendant ſhall haye-his treble coſts... - 

Obſerv.4. That ſuch as will venture a Exryal at Law with the Difſerting Prg-: 
teftants as the Tranſgrefſors of this Act, in hopes to have. treble coſts,. may]. 
meet with a great diſappointment, if there be a wiſe and houeſt Jury, who 
underſtand Law and good Reaſon. . 

Fifreenth particular to be conſicered inthe aforeſaid&Act.; Thus all Clewſes : 

. theres Contained, ſhah be canſtrued moſt lrg ly.and bencficielly for rhe ſuppreſſing 
of Conruenticles,, andfor the encouragement cf. all perſons, tobe umpleyed i the Ex- . 


tothe 


. 


8Cution thereof. 

From henee obſerve theſe things : - | 

Obſerv. 1. That. theſe Jarge expreſſions are nota licence to commit;vid- -- 
ence either-upon the Perſdns os the Goods of any. of, His Majeſties Subjeqes + 
contrary-to other Laws, cſpectally ghat Law. called Afugna Charta. 

_ 2. That.if any. perſons under pretence of-Proſeenting zhis Act, 
ſhould rommit violence, v:z. ſhould Wound os .Beax any of. His-M3jeſties 
peaceable-Subjeers, may be Indictec for a Riot z or if-they ſhould kill any of 
them» ſuch Proſecutors may be lncicted far Murder ;, os if;they. ſhould vio- . | 
lently Break: open mens Honſes to ſorceaway their Gqods, ſuch may be Ine . 
dicted of Fellony, notwithſtanding the large and beneficial coaſting of the 
aforeſaid Act. 

- Obſerv. 3. The beſt way to eſcap®harm, isnot todo harm; anditherefore 
the Proſecutors of this and other Laws, had need take heed that they do nor 
run upon ſtrange Interpretations, but act accordigg tothe plain expreſſions in 
the Law. 

Sixteeenth particular to be conſidered 3: That ineaſe any per ſon offending a- 
gairſt this Act, ſhall be an.inhabitant in, anyother,County.or Corporation, or pa in- 


ro 


. three months, from.the-time of the Offence-Comniicted. 


ty. of England ,, and. ſha be ,{; 


GEPS 
teeny other Connty or Corporation, after the Offence Commutted, ted; The or. 
Chi Magirate that Corvilted the foreſudrole ſhall Certsfis the ſame nn» 
der his Hand and Seal, to any Fuſtice or Chief Mpgiſtrate of ſuch ether County or 
Corporation \, which ſaid Fuft ice or Chief Magiſtrate is hereby Authorized and 
required to levy the Penalty or Penaltzes in this Att mentioned. 

From hence it doth plainly appear, that though an Offender beanlnhabitant.... 
ig ſome other County or' Corporation,-yet he ought to ſuffer the yof 
the Law himſelf, if he be able, and can : be found,aud therefore a Juſtice. or. 
chink Magiſtrate ought not to levy ſuch an. ones Fines upon any.-ouher per- 
G0S - | q 
Seyentcenth particular to be conſidered ; Thgt no per ſon ſhall be puniſhed for. 
ary Offence againſt this Att, unleſs ſuch an Offender be, Proſecuted or the ſame 
Tuthin three months after the Offence. Committed, and that zo perſon *'mho ſhall be 
puniſhed for any Offences by vertue of this Att, ſhall be puniſhed for tt ſame Of- - 
fence by verine of Any other Att or Law what ſoever. 

From hence Obſerve, . | 

Obſexu. 1.. That ao Offender of thisAct can beProſecuted by this Act after - 


Obſerv. 2. This Act ſupyoſeth there beqtherLaws againſt the ſamsC ſfences + 
mentioned in this Act. | 

Obſerv.. 3.. That ſuch as are puniſhed by this Law for the Offences therein 
-;> =p freed from the puniſhments provided. by other Laws. for {uch_ 

fences. 

Eighteenth paxticelar to be conſideted $1 That every Alderman of Londop 
ſhalt bave the ſame power and authority within Landon, and the, Liberties thereofy . 
( for the examming. convitting and puniſhing of all Offences within this Att Comr... 
mitted within Lon which any Juſtice of Peace hath by this Aft in any Coun - 

| bing to the penalties and puniſhments for net do= ..- 

ng that which by this At is dire(ted to be done by any Juſt ice of Peace in England. .._ 

Obſerv...1. That every Alderman of - London, whether paſt the Chair or 
nat, is empowered by this Act to act as a Juſtice of the Peace, in Examining» 
Comndcrngs and Pungiſhing all Off:aces agaiuſt this AZ, committed withia x 


andon.. . 
Obſerv, 2.; That. foraſmuch 2s all the: Aldermen. of the City of London 'are 
not Juſtices of the peace, ſo 25to act in all Caſes of the Laws in general , there- 
fore hethat hath only a power. fo act by this Law, had nee( take the greate' 
care, that he do notAct, contrary to. the Rules. and Directions, plainly Ex 
preiled -in:zhe aforejaidAct, viz. That hedoth not proſecute gealy meetings: 
inſtead of Sedirzovs meetings : nor. proſecute quiet and peaceable meetings,as !t 
they were contrivers of inſurrections, | wp 
Niateenth particulag to be conſicered, in tae afcreſaidAct Thar. if 4 Fear 


covert, cohabiting with her husband le the off-naer, and be eonvitt as afore ja:.! F 
: ns Z M I be. 
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"the projatiies of Five and Tor ſhillings, ſvall be levied upon the Goods and Chatthes 
sba; bh a. 2 


- 0 the Hu and. k WG 4. - . . 
Loſes *Fhat *no Higher then "Ten ſhillings fine, can be impoſed'upert® 
: wit living with-herisband, the ſum of Ten Pounds- cannot be impoſed ati 
| - rg upon the Husbands goods and Chartles for- the offence of other per-* 
bdite | | | x; 


*F'orentieth particular. Provided that no Prey of this Realm ſhall be attached vr 
—_ by vertue or force of this Alt. | 
"-Obſero;*This'is ſome kind of favour to the: perſon of a Peer, more therito' 
- the perſon of a Cammoner, asis allo Extended to the houſe of a Peer, in ano= 
. Ther part of this Act. . | 
One and tentierh particular to heconfidered, That neither this After ay 
thing contazged therein, ſhell Extend to imvalidate or avoid his Majeſties Supre- 
 nacy in Eccl-firftical Affairs. 
Obſerv, Fronrhence it doth appear;that the Lords and Commons afſembled. 
« in Parliament, were very careful to preſerve the Supremacy or Power of his 
Majeſty in Ecclefiaſticall affairs, and therefore none ought to improve, ſtretch, 
or ſtrain any Expreſlions in this Act, fo as to intrench upon that Power of 
the King, as may be more fully nnderſtood in the following and conctuding 
« words of this Act. ; 
Two. and twentieth particular.. But that His Majeſty and his Heirs and Suc- 
* Ceſſours," may from time to' time, at all times hereafter, Exerciſe and Enjoy” all 
Powers and Authorities, in Eccleſiaſtical affairs, as fully and as amply «s him» 
ſelf, or any of his Predeceſſours have, or might have done the ſame, any thing in 
: this Att notwithſtanding. From hence obſerve, 
Obſcrv. 1. That this Act doth own and allow his Majeſty hath Power and 
Authority in Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀajrs. _ ; 
Obſerv. 2. That his Majeſty may from time to time, and at all times here- 
after, Exerciſe this his power and authority, in Ecclefiaſticall affairs, as fully 
and as amply as himſelf, or any of his Predeceſſours, have or might have done. 
Now this power ef his Majeſty, is not only a power to beſtow and confe; 
'Eccleſiaftical Dignities and Preferments on whomſoever his Majeſty ſhall think 
fit; but it is alſo apower of abating, reſtraning, or ſuſpending the ſeverity 
of procedings in reſpect to matters of Conftience, which his Majeſty, was 
gratiouſly pleaſed to declare;as his Royal mind.,in his Decfaration from Bred 
April 4- 14. 1660. in theſe very words, We do declare a liberty to tender Can- 
ſciences, and that no man ſhall be diſquieted,or called in qu*ſtron for differences of 
10pinion, in matters of Religion, whith do not diſturb the peace of theK ingdom; and 
. that We ſhall be ready to conſent to ſuch an Att of Parliment, as upon mat ure dNj- 
.beration ſhall be effered to Us, for the full grantiog that Indulgence. | 
But beſides this Royal Promiſe of his Majeſty from Breda,and ſince the Act 
z2ainſt ſeditious Conventigles hath been rygade, and too fiercely proſecuted 


hn 


againſ® | 


"(13) 
ft the Proteftant Difſſenters, His Majeſty -was gratiouſly pleaſed, to take ! 
into hjsPrincely compaſtionate conkideration, the ſeverities his loving fubjects + 
had long laboured and groaned wander; and therefore did: aſſert and refolve 
-the excerciſe of his power, in Ecclefiaſtical matters;as may be plainly feen in 
His MajeſtyesDeclaration to all his loving Subjects, pabliſhed by the advice 
of his Privy Councel, March 1 5: 1676. in theſe very words, page 1. « _ 

But it bein; evident, by the ſad experience of twelve yeares, that there'it very x 
little fruit of all tboſe foxceable. courſes,We think On Self obliged to makes #ſe 
of that ſupream power in Eccl-ſriſtical matters, whih is-not only inherent in Us, 
but hath been declared and niſed to be fo, by ſeveral Statutes and Aits of Par- 
liament ;, and thereforeWe do ifſue this Our Declaration as well for the qujeting the - 
minds of Ony good Subjetts in theſe, points, as for inviting ſtrangers in this con- - 
Juniture to come and live undey us,and for the better incolragement of all to: a cheax- - 
fall following their Trade and Callings, from: whence we hope by the bleſſins of &od. + 
to haut many good andghappy advantages'ta ow. Government, => 

Andin page 5. of-the aforeſaid Declaration the King. is pleaſed-tode-' + 
clareas followeth. 

We do in the next place declare Our will and pleaſure to be,That the Execution 
of all and all manner of Penal Laws in matters Eccl:ſtaſtical, againſt whatſoever * 
ſort of Nonconformiſts or Recuſants, be immediately ſuſpended, and they are ſuſ- 
penaed ;, and all Judges,Fudges of Aſſiize andG aol-delivery,Sheriffs, Juſtices of the 
peace, Mayors, Bailiffs,and other Officers whatſoever, whether Eccleſiaſtical or Ci- - 
vil, are to takg notice of it,and pay du? obedience thereunto. | 

And beſides all this,the Lords andCommons aſſembled in Parliament,did 
lately take into their wiſe conſiceratien thediſlreſſes of many ofHisMajeſties + 
Proteſtant Subjects, who to their. great damage had greatly ſuffered by the 
proſecution of the 36 Elizabeth, and had prepared a Bill ro free His Ma- + 
jeſties Proteſtant Subjects from being proſecuted by that Law ; but that Bill 
unhappyly miſcaried,and came not to His Majeſties hand;and fo, His Majeſty 
miſſed of the opportunity to- make. a great performance of what he had 
ſo long ago promiſed at Breda, to givehis Royal Aſlent by conſent of Par- - 
liament,to-ſuchActs as-might- be for relieving his Subjects of. Tender con- .- 
ſcience. 

Therefore to conclude; let theſe few things- be ſoberly inquired into.- | 

1.. Whether theProteſtamDiſſnters havent now as much 9 liyer--- * 
ty-of couſicnce, as when His Majefty did promeſet from Bredafvdv- 

2:: Whether the granting liberty of conſcience nows.will not be as mnch-* 
for the incouraging of ſtrangers to come-under His Majeſties government, . 
and for the quieting the minds of his Majefties Subjects, as alſo for the en- - 
couragement of Trade in the whole Kingdom, as when hisMajeſty-declated :4 
an.indulgence to all ſorts of hisProteſtant Subjects inthe year Seventy One? - 
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lead them ? t-” 
wry the Perſecuted Frepth Pro- 
"RS: and oder of T3 ry Proteſtants, doth harmonizodudagree! tO= 
] Sr 50:Whethes Proteſtants Perſecuting of Proteſtants in England. > the belt 
© way to ances the French b Papiſts of their Sin in Perſccuting the :'r0t-tants 
i-I1n France ; 
6. Whether theConforming Proteſtants in Eng/and, if they cor ::+1+ faith» 
--fulto Proteſtant Principles, will not ſuffer the ſame miſeries, (v1 {17gir 
- and Burning, as the Nonconforming-Proteſtants may ) if eyer Pc: ©: thou! 
- get uppermoſt in England ? : 
- »7. Whether it be not beſt for all ſuch as are in danger of {u. : 4 1o0dy 
Enemy, to live together, andlove one another as Brethren ? | 


